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the necessity, and about Midsummer a commodious and airy
house was purchased, close to Belgrave Square (then No. 8,
Eccleston Street), to which, we made immediate arrangements
for removing. Our residence, "Dulwich Wood," was shortly
after sold to another London banker, and in the month of
August Mr. Grote and I left it to make a few weeks' tour in
France, crossing from Brighton to Dieppe, Before I narrate
the proceedings of the summer, I quote once more from the
Diary. "We dined at Mr. Hume's on the 26th of May, and
had ' good talk.* Hume very resolute about reforming the
House of Lords, Mr. Clay and Mr. Aglionby, Mr. Senior and
Grote, had tough discussions after dinner."

We visited the towns of Le Mans, Angers, Blois, Orleans,
Saumur, Fontainebleau, and so to Paris on September 10th.
Our excursion procured us health and recreation, but our
usual ill-luck attended us in regard to weather, which was
cold, rainy, and even tempestuous. Mr. Prescott, the senior
partner of the banking-house, falling ill at this time, we
hastened home, reaching London on the 6th of October.
Mr. Prescott died on the 23rd.

After we had established our domicile in Eccleston Street,
Mr. Grote took some pains to cultivate the art of speak-
ing in public, by putting himself under the teaching of
an elocution master. Aided by Mr. Jones's very useful
lessons, he learned to manage the inflections of voice, the
change of pitch, the filling of the air chest, the devices of
gesture and the like, insomuch that his style of delivery
became sensibly improved. I was present at more than one
of these lessons, and could not fail to perceive the advantage
of oratorical training in enhancing the effect of the discourse.
I doubt whether any of the young Members of Parliament at
the present day devote much of their spare time to studying
the rules of rhetorical art. Mr. Grote was not, indeed, the
only ;rnan of the Eadical party who attended to this valuable
element in a public career. Sir W. Molesworth, J. A.
Eoebuck, 0. Buller, T. Gisborne and qthers did so, and to
good purpose*"destructives"
